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Faculty Thoughts: Cathy Cox

| recently found out that my mom has never voted. According to some surveys, almost half of all United
States citizens who are eligible to vote do not cast a ballot. The field of electoral psychology is interested in

studying factors that influence people’s choices and whether or not they vote. Voter apathy has been found

to be associated with political disengagement, government mistrust, a diffusion of responsibility (i.e., the

misperception that other people are more qualified), and evaluation apprehension (i.e., being judged

negatively for one’s actions). At the same time, however, individuals are more likely to vote if they feel
social shame, altruistic, have community gratitude, or close social ties. This year, which also coincides with 100 anniversary
of women'’s constitutional right to vote, my mom will be casting her ballot for the very first time.
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Graduate Student News

Cami Ciesielski has been awarded the J. Frank Yates Student Conference Award by the Psychonomic Society.
https://www.psychonomic.org/general/custom.asp?page=yatestravelaward

Reagan Cox has passed the BCBA examination to become a board-certified behavior analyst.

Julie Swets was interviewed for a podcast: Anderson, C., & Vani, A. (2020). Nostalgia in LDRs [Audio podcast]. The LDR Podcast.
https://open.spotify.com/show/0xYq3zMjAIB69g3NW70jja; https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-ldr-podcast/id1528302592
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