GRADUATE COUNCIL: PROPOSAL FOR CHANGE IN EXISTING COURSE/PROGRAM

Originating Unit Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

Type of action: change in course |[]| change in program
Type of change requested:
Number Course Title
Description Prerequisite(s) Program
[1| Drop Course [1| Requirements
Drop Program* Other, please specify

*4 SACSCOC Drop Program Justification form will need to be completed

Semester and year course/program will take effect: Fall 2023

Course instructional methodology:

course component types: ugradcouncil.tcu.edu/forms/Course Component Types.pdf

Currentname:  MS Environmental Sciences

Proposed name:

Appropriate computer abbreviation (30 spaces or less):

Programs Only
Current program code:

ENSC-MS
(ex:EDCE-PHD)

Proposed code (list 2) | or

Current CIP code:

Does the change require a new or change in CIP code: Yes [[]| No

If yes, what is the proposed new CIP code:

*for reference please visit: nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.aspx?y=56

Is the program already considered TCU STEM: Yes [[]| No

Does the change include a request to be a TCU STEM program: Yes |[] [ No




Description of change (omit if dropping a course or program):

Drop the following courses from the program and increase electives from 15 to 18 credit hours:
BIOL 60001 Scientific Presentation

ENSC 60001 Environmental Presentations

ENSC 70351 Publication Writing

ENSC 60021 Oral Examination

Present Catalog Copy

Requirements
The Master of Science in Environmental Science requires at least 30 semester hours with a thesis.
These semester hours are made up as follows:

Required Courses:
ENSC 60203 Environmental Issues (3)

ENSC 50703 Environmental Compliance (3)
OR
ENSC 50693 Natural Resources Compliance (3)

BIOL 60001 Scientific Presentation (1)
OR
ENSC 60001 Environmental Presentations (1)

ENSC 70351 Publication Writing (1)

ENSC 60021 Oral Examination (1)

ENSC 70980 Thesis (3 hours) (1-3)

ENSC 70990 Thesis (3 hours) (1-3)

Electives Approved Electives (15)

BIOL 60001 if major advisor is BIOL

ENSC 60001 if major advisor is ENSC or GEOL

Thesis (6 semester hours)

Students, in consultation with a faculty member, should select an appropriate research topic normally
at the end of their first year of graduate work. At this time, students present and defend a thesis
proposal to the faculty, where they show a grasp of the literature and have a well-defined rationale
and set of objectives, a planned methodology, and an appropriate budget. If approved, students
proceed with their research until submission of the thesis as per TCU guidelines. Each student will
defend his/her thesis in an oral examination.

Electives (15 semester hours)

The electives are selected in consultation with the student's major professor and the director of the
program. At least 12 hours of electives must be ENSC, BIOL or GEOL courses. Students may count
up to 6 hours of Applied Projects (ENSC 50003) toward their electives, though further Applied
Projects hours may be taken with the approval of the director of the program.



Proposed Catalog Copy:

Requirements
The Master of Science in Environmental Science requires at least 30 semester hours with a thesis.
These semester hours are made up as follows:

Required Courses:
ENSC 60203 Environmental Issues (3)

ENSC 50703 Environmental Compliance (3)
OR
ENSC 50693 Natural Resources Compliance (3)

ENSC 70980 Thesis (3 hours) (1-3)
ENSC 70990 Thesis (3 hours) (1-3)
Electives Approved Electives (18)

Thesis (6 semester hours)

Students, in consultation with a faculty member, should select an appropriate research topic normally
at the end of their first year of graduate work. At this time, students present and defend a thesis
proposal to the faculty, where they show a grasp of the literature and have a well-defined rationale
and set of objectives, a planned methodology, and an appropriate budget. If approved, students
proceed with their research until submission of the thesis as per TCU guidelines. Each student will
defend his/her thesis in an oral examination.

Electives (18 semester hours)
The electives are selected in consultation with the student's major professor and the director of the
program.



Supporting evidence or justification:

These courses are no longer needed now that the originating unit has increased the number of
graduate faculty that it has. Advisors will now be expected to guide their own students in creating
defense presentations, research proposals, and publication writing.

Explain how the change(s) will affect the current outcomes and assessment mechanisms?

These changes do remove courses that were used as assessment mechanisms, however there are
other courses that remain in place that are also used as assessment mechanisms for all the current
outcomes. We therefore do not foresee this change will impact this program's assessment.

Additional resources required

Faculty: none
Space: none
Equipment: none
Library: none
Financial Aid: none

Other: none



Change in teaching load: Lessen overload teaching by Dr. Bennett

Does this change affect any other units of the University? Yes No|[]
If yes, submit supporting statement signed by chair of affected unit.

If cross-listed, provide evidence of approval by all curriculum committees appropriate to both the originating and

the cross-listed units.
Chair of Originating Unit:

Name: Dr. Michael Slattery

Unit: Environmental and Sustainability Sciences

Digitally signed by Michael Slattery

signatre: M ICHaE Slattery Date: 2023.03.01 09:46:18 -06'00"
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